Brockham Choral Society

Chairperson’s report, 2025 – 26

This has been an eventful and successful year, especially given the rather concerning circumstances at the start. As we began the year in September, we were extremely grateful that David could work with us for the autumn and spring terms, taking us through to our performance of Elijah in March. In December he agreed to stay on with us for the foreseeable future and a contract was duly signed. Needless to say, the choir was delighted.

It has been an excellent year from the point of view of teaching and musical development. David ‘s thorough and disciplined approach to rehearsals has been much appreciated  and enjoyed, and has paid  dividends, particularly for our readiness for the performance of Elijah in March. On Sunday, Ist February 2026 we held an Elijah Workshop at St John’s School from 12. 00pm – 4.30pm, with attendees bringing their own lunch.  The home -made cakes went down well too! This was a slight departure from the norm, both from the choice of day and the timing, but it worked very well and we had 11 visiting singers. David structured the day excellently and it was both a very enjoyable as well as very helpful musical preparation for our concert later in the term.  We consider ourselves very fortunate to have such a very talented, efficient and personable MD and I know that members really enjoy rehearsals. We also appreciate so much the wonderful support of our accompanist, Marion.

There have been three concerts in the course of the year. The Christmas concert was held on December 6th 2025 in St Martin’s Church, Dorking. It had been decided earlier that this should be a celebration of Christmas music and it proved to be a very popular choice of programme, given the very full church.  Cecilia McDowall’s ‘ Christus Natus Est’  was a new piece for many and it provided an excellent contrast to the more familiar Messiah choruses and the carols. The Martineau Brass Quintet was a great addition to the programme, as was the boy soloist’s (Alex Wright) performance of The Snowman and his solo first verse of ‘Once in Royal ‘, which opened the concert. We were also very grateful to Ian Twentyman, who played the organ. It was lovely to see a number of young people in the audience and everyone enjoyed the wine and mince pies in the interval. The evening was a musical success and a constituted a really festive start to the Christmas season.

On Saturday, March 28th we performed Mendelssohn’s ‘Elijah’, with wonderful soloists: Katharine Fuge (soprano), Natalia Brzezinska (alto), Gareth Merion Edmunds (tenor) and Edward Jones (bass). We were accompanied by the British Sinfonietta, who played with amazing sensitivity and musicality.  We also had three boys from the Trinity Boys Choir, who sang the aria ‘Lift thine Eyes’ and also provided three synopses during the performance. The choir had prepared long and hard for this concert and we were fortunate to have some extra singers, who, loving Elijah, had joined us for the term. The performance was a one of the choir’s best and a huge success.   We had a large audience, all of whom responded with great enthusiasm - the feedback was amazing. 

The summer concert took place at the United Reform Church in Dorking on Saturday, June 6th.  It was not very much of a summer’s day, but the hall looked very welcoming and there was a very happy atmosphere, with concert-goers enjoying both their picnics and the music. Thanks to Estelle for her vital work on sorting the tables. The choir really enjoyed singing  ‘A Sprig of Thyme’ by John Rutter, and we also performed Brahms’s ‘Liebeslieder’, which were, perhaps, not so popular with members. People found it hard to get their heads round the German and this was a challenge. However, we all enjoyed the solo items, sung by Jenni and Fred.   The visual aids for this piece, the brain child of Jess and Moira, were a great success. The popular songs ‘Tea for Two’, ‘Ain’t Misbehavin’ and ‘ ‘S Wonderful’ went down very well with the audience, as did  the two piano duets ‘Berceuse – The Dolly Suite op 56 No 1’ by Fauré and ‘Marche Militaire’ by Schubert, played by David and Marion. The concert also honoured our wonderful accompanist, Marion Lea, who had very recently had her 90th birthday. 

These concerts are wonderful, but also require a huge amount of work. Weekly rehearsals are vital and members try hard not to miss too many, most people also doing work at home to improve their competence and become really familiar with the music. We are lucky to have Ed Criswick , who uploads performance aids on John Fletcher’s rehearsal program. Our Part Reps do an invaluable job in monitoring attendance and in encouraging  the singers in their voice sections. We must also thank the members of the music selection committee for their work helping to plan programmes and Mary Suckling and Victoria Harding–Rolls deal very efficiently with membership. There are many others   to thank, all of whom contribute so much. Reuben Suckling continues to be an excellent Concert Manager; Maria Chadwick has overall control of ticket sales and is so very reliable, as is Tony Earnshaw, who oversees online ticketing and concert promotion; Jackie Rance has written two amazingly scholarly concert reviews for us, and the teams who put up and take down the staging and who help on the door and the bars put in a huge amount of work. Jenni Lee-Potter and her team do a wonderful job overseeing orchestra teas. Many thanks are due to Anne and Peter Mitchell, Ed Criswick and Estelle Earnshaw for the excellent concert programmes. We also thank Phil Slack for his invaluable work on grant applications

Brockham is justly proud of its social programme and of the many chances to have fun together. Some events also raise money for choir funds. There was a very successful Quiz Night on November 6th 2025, with questions by Jane and Ed and a wonderful Raffle, master-minded by Mary Suckling. In December we sang carols at Broome Park and Beaumont Care Homes, followed by a Christmas gathering at The Red Lion, Betchworth. At the end of February we had our bi-annual dinner at Dorking Golf Club. This was a very pleasant evening, with a delicious buffet supper and a range of entertainment from our very talented members! It was a shame that Estelle, who had organised the event, was unable to be there due to illness! In May we had an impromptu celebration of Marion’s 90th birthday, with cake, bubbles, music and a poem from Tony Earnshaw. The year finished with a very enjoyable evening – a walk on Holmwood Common and a curry at the Red Chilli. Many thanks to Estelle and Jane for ensuring we have fun!

Huge thanks are due to our committee, which does so much to ensure the smooth running of the choir. Our secretary, Briony, is wonderfully efficient, with such reliable Minutes and weekly rehearsal notes; Graham does amazing work as our Treasurer, aided at times by Nick, who keeps us up to date with Charity Commission matters; we are indebted to Ed for all his work maintaining and updating the web site and, this year, overseeing its overhaul, lisiasing with Jenny Monro. It is an excellent resource. Chris is our invaluable link with the Music Selection Committee and is responsible for the very important, if unexciting, booking of St John’s. Alison oversees The Friends very efficiently and we could not cope without the sterling, never-ending work of our music librarian, Jenni . She is amazing.

So now we embark on another year. I do hope that we can maintain the very positive atmosphere which has characterised our rehearsals and concerts. We do, as ever, wish to attract new members and thus ensure the choir’s continued success. As with so many organisations, we are aware that there is an aging profile in the membership and it is vital to attract new, and possibly younger, singers. We have concert dates and social activities planned and also are really hoping to organise some sort of ‘away day’ singing in the UK. It is too long since we had our last tour!

Jane Stride
