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I have very much enjoyed directing the choir this year. We have tackled some ambitious music head on and presented three excellent concerts to appreciative and enthusiastic audiences.

The Christmas concert was a notable success, with a very large audience helping the choir to secure some useful income. The combination of items for choir only, brass and audience worked well, and seasonal variety was provided by a boy soloist. There was also a nice balance between serious repertoire and more light-hearted music. It was a shame that we were not able to include a children’s choir from one of the local schools, but the boy soloist added a welcome youth element. Most importantly I felt that this concert made a statement to the local community about the good health of the choir.

The musical highlight of the year was undoubtedly Mendelssohn’s Elijah in March. I have worked on this piece many times but never conducted it so it was a thrill for me finally to get the opportunity. It is challenging for the choir as there is so much to learn and the choir’s role in the drama is so important. I was so pleased with the choir’s efforts, not least because the numerically weaker tenors and basses really stepped up to provide a well-balanced choral sound. I also felt that we committed to presenting the story in a compelling way rather than merely attempting to sing the right notes! My favourite moment was He that shall endure to the end as we kept our pitch and managed genuine dynamic variety. I thought the orchestra and soloists were all excellent.

The summer concert predominantly featured music by Rutter and Brahms. The Rutter songs were relatively straightforward, and this was welcome as we could focus a creating a really engaging, beautiful sound, which I reckon we achieved across the choir. The Brahms kept everyone on their toes as we tackled the famous Liebeslieder Walzes in German. They are also tricky because many only last a very short time but have quite distinct characters. Numbers are habitually down for this concert so well done in particular to the tenors and basses for coping so well. 

I was pleased that the Summer Concert gave us all an opportunity to recognise and appreciate the wonderful work of Marion. Marion had recently celebrated a significant birthday, and she is an inspiration to us all in how she manages to continue playing and supporting the choir musically to such a very high standard.

Finally, I would like to thank Jane and the committee for their support and work throughout the year. I won’t mention names for fear of overlooking anyone, but great care is evidently taken over the website, publicity, programmes, concert organisation, both beforehand and on the day, and music hire and distribution, so that rehearsals and concerts run smoothly to everyone’s benefit.

David Swinson

